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Does money buy happiness. of does happiness come Iindirectly from the higher rank in
society that money brings? We tested a rank-income hypothesis, according to which pecple
gain utility from the ranked position of their income within a comparison group. The rank
hypothesis contrasts with fi income which suggest that utility
from income depends on comparisan to a social reference-group narm, We found that the
ranked position of an individual's income predicts general ife satsfaction, whereas absolute
income and reference income have no effecl Furthermore. individuals weight upward
comparisons mare heavily than downward comparisens. According to the rank hypothesis,
incoma and utility are not directly linked: Increasing an individual's income will increase his or
Per utility only if ranked position also increases and will necessarily reduce the utility of others
whi will lose rank
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included the specific 1arge! the question was Ceslaned to elicil. For example, a response 1o

the speech-alone or speech-plus-gesture ope tan aboul the musician wearing a

hat. an event that did not happen, was counted “.it referenced a hat

Responses 1o 1he speech-alone question thus provided a SAren were

fo mention a hat when nothing in the question hinted at this p .

analyses were conducted with 05 as the level of significance.

Results Pop-up References

Figure 2 shows the mean number of details affirmed in respar:
two kinds of interviews. Mo differences were found in the patiem
to thes eight question types across elther the two script versions or the four scripted in
sessions, Data were therefore collapsed across scripls and interview sessions. We found a
main eflect of event type (more affirming responses for questions about occurring than about
nonoccurring events: M = 150, S0 = 0.36, vs. M = 0.77, 5D = 0.41). A1, 38) = 9671, p <
001_11:= 72: a main effect of question type (more affirming responses for specific than for
open-énded questions: M = 1.84, 5D =038, vs. M= 063, 50 = 0.30), A1, 38) =438.36, p <
001, n: = 92, and a main efect of gesture (more affiming responses for speech-
plus-gesture than for speech-alone questions; M = 1.43, 5D = 0.41, vs. M = 084, SD = 0.29),
A1, 38) = 114,74, p< 001, n,.% = .75, In addition, the analysis revealed interactions between
quastion type and gesture, F1, 38) = 18,83, p < 001, ﬂl: =33, and between question type
and event type, F{1, 38) = 61,85, p < 001 n:=-02




